Canada’s Armed Forces. For others it may be to ensure that the pensions and benefits that were secured for our veterans are improved and maintained. Some join as a way of giving thanks for the sacrifices of others in securing Canada’s freedom. 
Others still, will join for one or more of our many programs, such as sports, youth programs, or to just find a quiet place to reflect on our personal experiences and our lives. 

Whether you start by attending meetings, working on a committee or by discussion of Legion in general, your Mentor will be there to assist. 

Many successful Legionnaires will tell you that they were or are still influenced by mentors. Experience shows that those members who were Mentored, will if they choose to, have a positive impact on their branch, zone, district or command. 
After a time you may wish to attend meetings at other levels of Legion. Speak with your Mentor, he/she may wish to introduce you to a current or former officer, who will be of great value should you wish to advance. 

The old adage “that the more you put into something, the more you will get out”, will serve to remind you that ahead, may lie a wonderful and life changing experience. Be patient, cooperative and understanding and you will gain from you experience in Legion. More importantly you will ensure that the Legion survives and in doing so, our Veterans will be cared for. 

         Good luck and once again, Welcome.
LEGION MANUALS

AND PUBLICATIONS AVAILABLE

700 101    The General By-Laws                    

*No. 102   Sask.  Command By-Laws           

700 103     Ritual & Insignia Manual             

700 105     Rules of Procedure/Meetings        

700 212     Membership Processing Guide     

700 214     Honours and Awards                    

700 249     Sports Guide
  

700 286     Membership Eligibility Guide      

700 312     Membership Chairman’s Guide    

700 315     Public Relations Manual
  

700 319     Service Officers Handbook
  

700 321     Chaplains Manual                         

*200 134   Poppy Manual


*200 823   Speakers Guide and Facts


700 100     Legion Act to Incorporate
  

News/Snapshots Guidelines/Legion  Mag   

*No. 138   Provincial Sports Rules
            

The above are available from Dominion Command with the exception of those noted (*) which are available only from Sask. Command. 

These Series of Brochures are the property of Saskatchewan Command Legion and are intended for use only by its members. 
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Welcome to the Royal Canadian Legion, Saskatchewan Command Mentors program. This program was designed to assist you as a new member, in learning about the Legion, its programs and its potential for self improvement and advancement. 
You have become a part of this program as a result of your acceptance as a new member in a Branch of the Royal Canadian Legion.  This program is not mandatory, but its use will ensure that as a new member you will get the most out of your membership in Legion. 

This brochure will offer tips and ideas that guide you through your first days as a Legionnaire.  Please take time to read and discuss this information with your Legion Mentor, or someone else with experience as a Mentor. Their knowledge and guidance will be of great value now and in the future. 
The information contained in this brochure is intended as an overview of the challenges which faces you. On the back are listed the names and order numbers of various manuals which are available through your branch. Speak to the Branch Secretary if you are interested in personal copies of these manuals. 
How long will be required? The amount of time required will be based largely on your needs as a new member and the level of commitment you are able to offer. For the most part the duration would be a year from the date of initiation. As time goes on you may choose to continue to work with your Mentor for any period that you may need. Experience shows that often the relationship generated through mentoring develops into a long term friendship. 
Additionally you may find others who will provide the information and experience you seek.  Be aware that some may not wish to be a Mentor, but you may wish to follow their example. Do not be afraid to ask a question, we were all in the same position as you at one time. The vast majority of Legionnaires are easy to get along with and will readily assist you when asked. 

What is Mentoring? Mentoring is the act of serving as a guide, counsellor, and teacher for another person. 

The following is an outline of some of the topics you may wish to speak to your Mentor about.
* Attending meetings
* Meeting the officers and members

* Our history

* Joining  a committee
* Reading bylaws and   manuals 
* Understanding bylaws and manuals

* Wearing proper Legion dress

* Running for office in a branch
* Representing legion

* Asking questions, finding information
* The structure of legion

* Other levels in Legion 
At any time you are free to contact your mentor and ask a question. Your mentor is knowledgeable but in the event that he/she does not know the answer they will know who to contact and they will contact you once an answer is received. 
You may wish to use the internet or other media to seek out information on your own, and you should. Share your discoveries with your mentor to be sure the information you have found is accurate.  
Other points of Interest.  Your needs as a new member will be unknown to us. It is important that your mentor understands the amount of time you have to commit. Young families and financial needs can take up much of a new member’s time. Rest assured that we understand that family is vitally important. Any time that you may have to give to Legion and its programs, will be welcomed and appreciated. 
What if you are not interested?  We cannot be sure that every new member will want or need a Mentor. It is important that you know that a mentor will be provided to you as assigned by the Branch President.  If you wish to speak to the President about your mentor, than please do.  The President has made his choice for your Mentor based on his knowledge of you and your Mentors experience in Legion. Some matches do not always work and changes may be needed. Ultimately our goal is to meet your needs.  
Your Goal as a New Member.  Every Legionnaire will have a personal story as to why they joined. For some it will be because a family member or friend is in 
